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BROAD SWORD. 


IN WHICH IS SHOWN, 


The True Method of Fighting with that 
Weapon; asit is now in Uie among the 
HicgutianbDeER Ss; deduc’d from the Ufe 
of the Scymitar; with every Throw, Cuts 
Guard, and Difarm. 





NORWIC Ei: 
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The Right Honourable 
JOHN Lord HOBART, 


Lord Lieutenant of the 
County of Norfolk, &c. 


My LORD, 
Ventur'd upon this Addrefs 
without Leave, and even with- 
~ outmaking my Defign known, - 
out of a pure Perfwafion, that 
nothing will give Offence to your 
Lorosare which arifes from the 
Sincerity of a Heart warm in the 
Service ofmy Country ; how weak 
{oever may be the Head that con- 
ducts thofe Intentions. Pve made 
this Eflay towards Teaching the 
Ufe of the Sword, that I might 
render that Weapon ferviccable in 
A 2, the 


DEDICATION. 
the Hands of my Fellow-Citizens, 
which, together with them, I have 
the Honour to wear under your 
~Lorpsuirs. Command in the 
Artillery Company. And what- 
foever contributes towards mak- 
ing that Gompany Ufeful as well 
as Ornamental, will be moft 
agreeable to your Lornsuir’s De- 
fign in raifing it. 

All my Aim is to be fervice- 
able to Society, that I may be 
Acceptable to your LoropsuHip 35 
and I am Ambitious of your 
Lorpstie’s Favour, that I may 
be approvd of by all Mankind. 


I am with great Refped, 
My LORD, 
Your Lorpsut P’s 
Moft Devoted 
and moft Humbie 


Servant, 


T. PAGE. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


N the firt Ages before War was a Trade, 

or Fighting a Science, Fury furnifh’d Arms 

from the firft Wood, or the neareft Heap of 
Stones; and the Crus and the Stine were the 
only Inftruments of Deftruction, till Mankind, 
ever fagacious in Mitchief, invented new En- 
gines of Death; and as the Thirft of Power 
increas’d, the Art of War improv’d. 


Oftenfive Weapons were invented, and of them 
the Sworp and Javeuin were the frt; the 
Sworp for clofe, and the Javetrn for more 
diftant Engagements: Yet of thefe the Form 
was rude, and their Ufe without Method. They 
were the Inftruments of Strength, not the 
Weaponsof Art. The Sword was of enormous 
length and breadth, heavy and unweildy, de- 
fign’d only for right down chopping by the 
Force of a ftrong Arm; till Time and Expe- 
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rience difcovering the Difadvantages, by ‘De- 
grecs contracted its Length and lighten’d its 
Weight into the more handy Form of the 
Scymirar 3 which was firft of all invented by 
the Eaftern Nations, and has continued to be 
their principal Weapon to thisDay: This is 
contriv’d equally for Defence as well as Affault ; 
and as before two Combatants only hack’d and 
chop’d each other till the weakeft drop’d, fo 
now Art was call’d in to the Affiftance of 
Strength, and the Warrior made the Defence 
of his own Perfon bis Care, at the fame time 
he attempted the Deltruftion of his Adverfary. 
And from this Period it was that Murder be- 
came an Art, and Fighting a Science: Nowa 
Pofture of Defence was contriv’d again{t every 
Ailault, and a Guard againft every Cut; fo 
that Death was no longer at the Difpofal of the 
Strong and Robuft, but attended upon the Sword 
of the Dexterous and Skillful. 


In Procefs of Time even the Scymitar ina 
long Engagement was found to be too tirefome 
to che Arm from its great Weight at che 
Point, where it was much broader and thicker 
back’d than towards the Hilt, and could not 
therefore be usd long together without tiring 
the Writ. 


The Europeans have improv’d this Weapon, 
and inycnted the Broan Sworpy, which isa 
ttraight 
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ftraight Blade well mounted, and (that it might 
fly light at the Point) ballanc’d with a Basket 
Hilt, which is at the fame time a Security to 
the Hand. 


This has all the Advantages that can be ex- 
pected from a Cutting Weapon, and as any 
Part of the Enemy’s Body may be wounded by 
it, fo may every Part of your own be defended 
by it at the fame time. 


‘The Saracens, Turks, and Perfians; made ufe. 
. of but three different Throws with the Scymi- 
| tar, and one of thofe;only on Horfeback ; the 
other two on Foot. The firft was executed thus; 
The Affailant Riding full Speed, and pafling 
clofe by his Enemy, rais’d himfelf in his Stir- 
. rips, and with a home Blow fideways and back- 
wards fever’d his Enemy’s Head from the 
Body, unlefs he was dexterous enough to ftop 
the Blow with his Sword; which for that Pur- 
pole he was to hald perpendicular, a little ad- 
vance’d before his Head. The other two Throws 
on Foot were level’d at the Head and Arm, 
The Head was guarded by holding the Scymi- 
tar Horizontally, advanc’d before the Forehead : 
The Arm, by holding the Point of the Scymi- 
tar again{ft the Enemy’s Right Temple, and the 
Hike againft his Left Breaft. 


From thefe little Beginnings arofe all that. 
Variety 
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Variety of Throws, Cuts and Guards which 
have been fince invented and improy’d, and. 
which now compofe the Science of the Broap 
Sworp, and are the Subject of the following 
Difcourfe. 


No Modern Nation has arriv’d.at fuch Per- 
fe€tion in the Ufe of -this Weapon as the Scots; 
and amongft Them the. Highlanders are matt 
expert. From their Youth they are Train’d to 
it, and with the Addition of the Roman Tar- 
get, they excell in the Roman. Method of 
Fighting; having. invented a. great: many 
Throws, Cutsand Guards, unknown to the Ro- 
man Gladiators. ; | 


Nor have they improv’d the Ufe only; but 
even the Fafhion and Temper of the Weapon ; 
for which they have been fo defervedly famous, 
that their Swords have been purchafed by all 
Europe; and there is no Nation but has feen 
Thoufands fall beneath the Edge of Andrew 
Farrarer’s Blades; nor was Steel ever wrought 
fo deftru€tively Perfe&t; except in the Invention 
ef the Lancet. : 


THE 


bee em ar 





, Al Ha 
- meee fe a 
ot ~ t a [a 
`A ‘ 
' ' LO Pet 
USRA Cla] 


©) 








The BROAD SWORD, 
Offenfive and Defenfive, ‘after the Manner of 
The HIGHLANDERS - 

Zee HE Broad Sword is an Offenfive 


ion and Defenfive W eapon, us’d now 

ms | by moft Foreign Nations, as well 

as by the Highlanders of Scot- 

land; both in fingle Combats 
” and allo in the Field of. generat 


Battle. 
Its Ufe, with all its Advantages and Dilad- 


vantages, with its Practice in Offending and 
Defending, is become a Science reduced to 
certain Rules: to the underftanding of which 
thefe following Tecunican Terms mutt be 


explained. 
A GUARD. 
Is the manner of holding the Sword in fuch 
a Pofition, as will defend fome Part of ‘the 


Body. , 
To Rarse the GUARDS. 

Is to pug the Sword in fuch a Pofition as will 
Guard one Part of the Body, and then to change 
it from that, to {uch other Pofitions; as will 
fucceffively Guard or Defend all the other parts 


of the Bod ys 
i B The 
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| The OUTSIDE. 
Is the external part of the Right Side of the 
Head, Neck, Arm, Body, Thigh and Leg. 
The INSIDE. 

Is the Internal parts of the Limbs on the Right 
Side, alfo the Forepart of the Face and Body; 
with the whole Left Side.. 

The LIN Ev 
fs a ftraight Line fuppsfed to be drawn 
through the Center of your own Body and 
that of your Adverfary’s ; and muft be the Cen- 


zer of Motion to your Body, and in the very 
Middle of every Guard, as well as of cvery 


"Throw, 
. A THROW. 
Is the firiking at fome Part of your Advers 
fary to Cut Him, 
To COVER. 
Isto Guard fome Part froma Turow., 


To ST O P. 
Isto receive your Adverfary’s Sword with 
a proper Guard upon the Edge of your own 


Sword, 
Fo ADVANCE. 

Isto prefs upon your Adverfary under the 
Cover of fome Guard, Step by Step, with the 
right Foot always before; making but half 
Steps ata Time, 

Retreating 


Ct) 
RETREATING. 
Ís retiring from him under the Cover of 
fome Guard by half Steps, the left Leg moving 
firft Bagkwards, and the right drawing after 


if. | 
Is to reduce yourfelf to any Pofition or Guard 
from whence you haye departed. | 
To LUNGE, 
_ Is ta ftep forward with the right Foot keep- 
ing the left fixt, the better toreach your Ad- 
verfary. | : 
B To L: x upon the L U NGE. 
Is to continue in that Stradling Pofture, 
To SLIP. 

Is to withdraw your Body or fome Limb out 
of the Reach of your Adveriary’s Throw, in- 
ftead of flopping it, 

To SPRING OFF, 

Isa quick Retreat out of the Reach of your 

Adverfary, by leaping backward, 
Srtnkitne the BODY. 

Is only bending the Hams tili you can Fight 
below your Adverfary’s Guards, and ftill be 
cover’d under your Own, 

To Joner a DISTANCE, 
Is to know when you are within Reach of 


any Part of your Adverfary, at which you are 
B2 about 
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about to Throw; and ‘to Throw fo as neither 
to teach too fars sor Have. your Sword fall 


a To FEINT. . 
Isto Offer to throw without throwing home. 
To TIME. 


Is to Stop, Throw, or Recovery neither too 

foon or too Jate, 
. | To BEAR, 

Js ta prefs with fòme Strength againft your 

Advetfary’s Sword in the Fort, with the Fort 


of yourOwn | 
= The FORT. 
Is that Part of the Sword Blade near the Hilt. 


The FỌIBLE. 
Is that Part nearer to the Point of the Sword. 


An OPENING. 
Is any Part not under the Gover of a Guard, 


To TRAVERSE. 

Is tepping from the ftraight Line either to 
the Right or Left in a Circle, ftill preferving 
the Center of that Circle, in the Center of the 
Mites 

A BOUT, 

Is the Time in which you play loofe, or as 
your Judgment dire€ts you, upon any or all 
the Guards, till a Cut is recciv’d or given, 

The 
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- The Advantages of. the- Broad Sword are 
thown- in fotir Guards, which fucceffively de- 
fend every Part of the Body againft all At- - 
tacks that can- poffibly be made; and much 
fooner thana Stroke can be given: and at the 


' fame Time in which the Sword changes its 


Pofture of Defence, it throws in upon every 
Opening, and gives a Wound, 

Its Difadvantages arife only from the Diffi- 
culties of Parrying a Thruft in the four Pofi- 
tions of Guards; and therefore two Pofitions 
are borrowed from the Small Sword, and ad- 
ded to its Defenfive Guards and Offenfive 


. Throws, which render the Weapon compleat. | 


Before the Ufe of the Sword can be Taught, 


| itis abfolutely neceflary to learn a firm and 
` ereét Attitude, in the Situation and Motion of 
~ every Limb, 


Firft, You are boldly to Face your Enemy 


at the Diftance of at leat two Feet, out of 


his Lunge, and ftanding with your Body fquare, 


' and 


B 
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Your Feet at (about) two Feet diftance from 
each other, upon the Line A B, full fronting 
B 3 your 
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your Adverfary ; who ftands at the fame Time 
and in the fame Manner upon the Line C D. 

Thus ftanding, let the back Part of the Hilt 
of your Sword be held upon the Palm of your 
Left Hand, clofe to your Body, with the Blade 
refting on the Left Arm, 

Raife the Left Hand with the Hilt of the 
Sword Breaft highy and with the fame Motion, 
and at the fame Time, advance the Right Foot 
from off the Line A B, unto the Line EF, at 
right Angles with the Line A B, fetting it 
down at G. ' 


A . : 





p 


And at the very Inftantof moving the Leg, 
raife alfo the Right Arm about a Foot higher 
than the Hilt of the Sword extended an the Left 
Hand, and ferzing the Gripe of the Sword with 
the Right Hand, quit the Hilt with the Left, 
and extending the Left Hand Horizontally a lit- 
tle backward, advance the Sword with its Edge 

| | towards 
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4 towards your Adverfary till its Point appear 
3 over againft his Left Temple, and the Hilt 
4 over againft his Right Hip, and in that Pof- 
p ture wait to receive his Salute, When you 
| are perfe& in this, you are to learn the Po- 
, fition of the Body, and the Steps that are 
: moft ufeful in the Exercife of the Sword. 
: The Pofition of the Body muft be very erect, 
! its Center of Gravity kept exac&ly over the 
_ Left Leg, with the Right Foot a little ad- 
i vane'd, that the whole Weight of the Body 
| may reft over the Left Foot, and the Right 
< beat abfolute Liberty for Motion. From this 
. Pofture the Steps to be learn’d are as follow ; 
_ the Advances the Retreat, and the Traverfe. 


The ADVANCE. 

. When the erve& Attitude above defcrib’d 
iis obtain’d both for Grace and Ufe, ftep for- 
ward with the Right Foot about one third 
‘of your Lunge, and at the fame Time trani- 
‘fer fo much of the Weight of your Body trom 
‘your Left Leg onto your Right, as may 
:onable you to flip your Left Foot along the 
,Ground, (not lifting it off) up towards your 
«Right Heel, and {topping within half a Foot 
‘thereof; at which Moment ftep forward a- 
gain withthe Right Foot, and alternately 

‘repeating the fame Steps advance as far as is 
neceflary, ftill preferving an creé&t firm and 

. gracctul 
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graceful Attitude through every Motion of 
the Advance. oabr Tre s | 
' The Advantage of this Step is gaining Space 
fn the iength of Ground, and preffing fo upon 
your Adverfary, as to oblige him to retreat 
from you unto wotfe Ground; or. fome difad- 
vantageous Situation, O 
The RETREAT. 

From the fame ere&t Attitude before de- 
icrib’d, ‘transfer the Weight of ‘your Body 
almoft wholly from the Left to the Right 
Leg, fo that you: may be fully enabled to 
ftep backward with your Left Foot, lifting 
it clear from the Ground, the better to a- 
void any unevenefles that cannot be {een be- 
hind, and fetting it firmly down about fixteen 
inches backward, draw back the Right Foot 
within twelve Inches of the Left, but not 
lifting it off the Ground ; and repeating thefe 
Steps alfo alternate'y, retreat as far back 
as you find nfeful. : . 

the Advantage of this Step is by retiring 
either to draw your Adverfary from the 
advantageous Ground he is in Pofleffion of, 
or to gain a more: advantageous Ground that 
lies behind you; ‘or to avoid ‘the Difficul- 
ties into which you are fallen, by your Ad- 
verfary’s preffing too clofely upon you, aod 
engaging you witha fuperior Strength up 

to 
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to half Sword, and very often all thefe three 
Advantages are obtained at the fame tithe. 


The TRAVERSE. 


This alfo begins from the fame eredinefs and 
firmnefs of Pofture, and. is twofold, ‘viz. the 
Fore Traverfe, and the Back Traverfe. The 
ForeTravcife is performed in a large Circle, 
the Center of which is the Middle of the 
Line of Liefence, on which Line you and your 
Adve fary ftand ; fuch is the Line P, Q. C. H. Ge 
in the oppofite Page, and the Circle form'd by 
the Traverfe will be, P. A.C E. Gt LN, 
For the Right Foot being at Qand the Left 
at P. the Traverfe is begun by ttepping about 
with the Left Foot from P. to A. and the 
Right Foot immediately after from Q. to 5. 
and then the Line a. sp C K. 1. will be the 
Line of Defence; at the next Step, remove 
the Left Foot from a. to c. and then the 
Right from 8.to p. which will makethe Line 
c. bp. C.M. L tie Line of Defence; and you 
will be ftiil faceing C. the Center of that 
Circle, which you are now Trave fing, and 
the Middle of every Line of Defence ; pro- 


' ceed alfo in the fame Manner with the Left 


Foot from c tox. andthe Right Foot from 
De tor. then will E F. C, œ N, be the Zine 
of Defence; in the fame Menner proceed :o . 


iH; OLK, tot. M3; to N.O; andto?r.Q3 


which is the Piace trem which you fet out, 
C and 
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and you will have had fucceffively the Lines 
G H. C. Q. P; LKC.BA; LM C. Dc, 
N. 0. C ¥. £3 for Lines of Defence 5 and now 
you are come about to the Line r. Q. C.H °G 3 
which was the Line of Defence when you 
began to Zraverfe.. 


The BACK TRAVERSE. 


Is the counter Part of the Fore-Traverfe, 
doing every Step backwards as in-that is donc 
forwards; as for Example, ftanding in the 
J ine of Defence ?.Q. C. 8, G. with the Right 
Foot at q and the Left at r, begin the Back 
‘Traverfe with removing the Right Foot from 
Q.to o. and the Left from P. to N, both in 
the Linen. 0, C. F.E, which will then be 
the Live of Defences and then by removin 
the Right Feot.from o. to m. and the Left 
from N. to Le you have L. M, C. D, C. for the 
Line of Defence; and in the fame Manner 
going backwards through K 1, H G, F E DC, 
BA, you willarrive at QP, from wherce you 
began the Back Traverte. 

The Advantages of thefe two Traverfes 
are very great, as will be explained more at 
Jarge in the Aion of Fighting; but their 
Advantages in gaining Ground may.be known 
here: It in the Retreat you are ftapt.be. 
hind by a Wall, Ditch, or any other Impe, 
diment, you may b, beginning either Tr.. 
yerfe which cver you find moft convenier, 

tc 
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to extricate your felf with eafe, and gain 
Ground either to the Right or Left; and if 
you Traverfe half the Circle, it will bring 
your Adverfary into the very fame Difficul- 
ties from which you departed. 

And when you are thus perfe&ed in a 
graceful Attitude, firm and ftrong Pofition 
of Limbs, regular Steps and Movements, 
the Guards may be learn’d. 


The GUAR D&S: 


A Guard, which is the Pofition of the 
Sword, whereby a Blowis warded off from 
any Part of the Body, has four different 
Names, from the four different Parts of the 
Body, which are defended by each of them 
feperately, and are thus denominated, 

The Infide Guard, 
The Outfide Guards 
The Hanging Guard, 
and St. George's Guard. 

The Infide Guard is when you ftand with 
each Foot on the Line of Defence, and hold 
the Point of your Sword over againft your 
Adverfary’s Left Temple, and the Hilt in a 
Line with his Right Hip, and the Middle of 
your Sword cutting the Line of Defence at 
acute Angles, by which the internal Parts 
of the Limbs on the Right Side, and the 
fore Part of the Face and Body, with the 
whole Left Side, will be defended from 
being Cut, The 
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The Outfide: Guard is raid when you 
ftand with your. Body fquare, aftride the 
Line’ of Defence, with the Right and Left 
Foot at right, Angles with it, holding the 
Point of your Sword over againft your Ad- 
verfary's Right Temple, and finking the 
Hilt in a Line with his Left Hip, by which 
the external Part of the Right Side of the 
Head, Neck, Arm, Body, Thigh and Leg, 
are fecured from being. Cut. In this Guard, 
the Pofition of the Right Hand differs from 
all other Guards, for it isto be bent at the 
Wreft with the Back of the Hand and the 
Knuckels, (which are always ina Line with 
the Edge ofthe Sword) turn’d upwards and 
outwards, which defends the Sword Arm 
from the Shoulder to the Writ, without e- 
ver moving the Sword. . 

From this you go to the Hanging Guard, 
which is thus performed, with your Right 
Foot ftep a little backward and fideways, fo 
as to make an acute Angle with the Line of 
Defence, and at the fome Moment raifing 
the Elbow of the Sword Arm, and prefent 
the Point of the Sword againft your Adver- 
fary’s Breaft, and covering your own Head, 
till ou can fee your Advertary’s Face clear 
under your own Fort: This Guard covers 
the Head, Shoutders, Face and Breaft, and 
with the Point tops your Adverfary from 
prefling tuo clofely upon you, and Keeps him 

: at 
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at length when he is endeavouring to come 
up to- half Sword, and is the dernier Retort 
when you have retreated, or are pufh d into 
a Corner from whence you are too weak to 
advance, and have not room enough to Tra- 
verfe. a | 
The laft Guard arifes from this, and is cal- 
led St. George s Guard, which is perform’d 
by ftanding fquare acrofs the Line, and hold- 
ing the Sword a little rais’d above your own 
Head, parallel to your Shoulders, with the 
Edge turn’d upwards toward your Adverfa- 
ry; and is only ufed eccafionally to ftop a 
right down Blow aim'd at the Head or 
Shoulders. Thefe are all the abfolute 
Guards, and muft be learn’d till you can 
raile them diftinétly after each other, with 
a ftcady and ere&t Body, and a nimble and 
ftrong Arm; during the whole time of which 
the Left Hand 1s ufed as a Ballance to the 
Body, and by the Motion of which the 
Center of Gravity is kept over the ftanding 
Leg; as in the Infide Guard, by the fore 
Foot’s being advanc’d, the Center of Gravity 
would be thrown too forward, if the Left 
Hand’s being cxtended backward did not 
bring it over the Lett Leg. 

In the Outfide Guird, the Left Hand is 
held before and cloete to the Body below the 
Navel, to bring «he Center of Gravity per- 
pendicular over the Middle of the Line, at 
| C3 the 
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the Ends of which the Feet are plac’d at 
tight Angles with the Line of Defence: The 
fame is done in the Hanging, and St. George’s 
Guard. : 

When you are perfeé in the Attitude and 
Potion of the Limbs, and can dexteroufly 
raife the Guards, ftanding on the Line of 
Defence, the fame Guards muft be praéctifed 
in the Advance, Retreat, andthe Travertfe. 
And to each Step of each Motion muft be 
pitch’d a Guard, as in the Advance, to every 
Step you muft change from an Infide Guard to 
an Outfide, or from an Outlide to an Infide, 
and as you go Step by Step change Guard for 
Guard, nor are any other Guards made ufe 
of in the Advance, than the Outfide and 
the Infide; but in the Retreat every Guard 
is made ufe of in its Turn, but muft be 
chang'd Step by Step as inthe Advance, ex- 
cept you choofe to retreat under a Hanging 
Guard, which is really the beft, if you lic 
only on the Defenfive, and then inftead 
of changing at every Step, point your Sword 
dire&tly at your Adverfary’s Breaft. 

In the Traverfe, alfo the Outfide and In- 
fide, with the Hanging Guard, are made ufc 
of. The Infide can only be ufed to the Step 
of the Right Foot, but in coming about with 
the Left Foot you muft ffop under an Out- 
fide or a Hanging Guard, as you fce conve- 
nient. i 

n 
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In the back 'Traverfe, the very reverfe of 
every Motion and Guard is to be obferved, 
as in Traverfing back with the Left Foot 
the Infide only is to be pitch’d, and in the 
Step with the Right Foot the Outfide or 
Hanging is to be ufed; and thefe Steps at- 
tended by thefe Guards are to be practis’d 
and compleated before you can begin to take 
the firft Leffon, which is This. 


LESSON the Firft. 

What is called a Leffon in the Science of 
the Sword, is the Manner of attacking your 
Enemy, or defending your felf, under fome 
one or more of thofe Guards which are al- 
ready explain’d, and putting in practife the 
Rules already given; as for Example, this 
firt Leflon teaches you to ufe the plain 
Guards, without the Advantages of Slips, 
Falfifies, Battering, &c.(all which will be ex- 
plained hereafter) in the Manner followings 
With a fteady Countenance looking full in 
your Adverfary’s Eycs, meet him boldly, and 
throw fharply at his Infide, and immediately 
{top an Outfide, which you have no fooner 
received but throw again to his Infide with 
the utmoft Vigour and Rapidity, and with 
the fame Swittnets topping an Outlide. This 
is to be praétis’d at firft but flowly. till you 
are perfect in cach Part of the two Throws, 


and then by Degrees increafe the $wiftnefs 
of 
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of every Motion,- till you can play A Bout 
Upon the plain Guards perfe@ly; and then 
the fame Leffon is to be pradtis’d over again 
in the Advance, the Retreat, and the Tra- 
verfe, till you ate perfe& in Offending your 
Adverfary, and Defending your felf with the 
Outfide and Infide Guards, which will bring 
you to the, 


The Second LESSON. 

Which begins where the laft ends, and 
adds tu the two tormer Guards, the Hanging, 
and the St. George’s Guard; and having 
made ufe of the Outfide and Infide asin the 
former Leflon, go dire&ly trom the Outlide 
to the Hanging Guard, and lying a little 
while under that Cover, wait to fee where 
your Adverfary will Throw. which if he does 
not do immediately, Throw {martly at his 
Infide, ftop his Outfide, recover to a Hanging 
again, and {topping with a St. George, Th: ow 
vecoufl, at his Head. | 

All tms is io be praétifed flowly at firft, 
til) you are extreamly perfect in every 
Charge, and ther play over the whole Lef- 
ion with Life and Spisit ; and then as in the 
former Leflon, the whole is to be play'd over 
again upor the Advance, the Retreat, and 
the Traverfe, foperat-ly and refpectivery. 

Thefe Veflons, when perfedt, is what ts 
cald plain Playing. . 
Preparatory 
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Preparatory to the third Leffon is to be 


learn’d, 
The SLIP. 


Which has been before explain’d, and is 
pracis’d in the following Manner upon each 
of the Guards. | 

Firft on the Infide ; When your Adverfa- 
ry Throws an Infide, inftead of Stopping 
it with an Infide Guard, draw your Right 
Foot backward towards the Left, in the 
fame Manner as in the Retreat, and at the 
fame Moment withdraw your whole Body 
backward and Sideways to the right of the 
Line, letting your Adverfary’s Point pafs by 
your Sword a little out of his Reach, and 
fteping into your former Pofition, Throw 
home at his Outfide, which can't but be open 
by his over throwing himfelf, which He will 
do the more by miffing your Body, and not 
being receiv'd by your Sword, which he ex- 
pected, to ftop the effort of his Strength. 
This is he Slip upon the Infide, The fame 
praisd upon the Outfide is as follows; Draw 
the Right Leg with the whole Body back- 
wards and fideways a little out of the Line, 
towards the Left Hand, contracting your 
Arm a little, your Sword ftillin the Line, 
and under an Outfide Guard; let your Ad- 
verfary’s Point flip paft you, and at the fame 


Moment reducing your Right Foot to its 
D former 
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former Pofition, Throw {martly at the Out- 
fide of his Head, which will lie fo forward 
by his over throwing himfelf, that He can 
neither recover nor ftop with a Guard. The 
Slip is alfo calla Breaking Meafure. 

The next Guard in which the Slip is us’d, 
and in which it is more proper than any of 
the reft, is the Hanging Guard, infomuch 
that every Throw that can be made at it is 
better flip'd than ftop’d; which is done by 
ftepping with the Right Foot quite out of, 
and at right Angles with the Line, and the 
whole Body beyond it towards the Right, fo 
that your Adverfary’s Point flipping palt you, 
leaves his Head, Neck, Shoulders and Breait, 
expoied to the full Force of your Infide, 
Throw. The fame Slip without any Varia- 
tion is praCtis’d upon St. George’s Guard, as 
inthe Hanging. Being perfect in thefe Slips, 
you begin 


The Thid LESSON 

‘Vhus, Meet yeur Adverfary full witha 
Throw at his lufide, and not ftopping his 
Outfite, flip it as above direGed, and Throw 
{martiy at his lefide again, which if He ftops 
recover an Ootfide, and under that wait for 
his throwing., Pitch to an Infide, and give an 
Opening, ip his Vhrowto the Infde, throw 
vieoroufly av the Outi ta, and retreat uader 


wy 


EIERE OT E P e T 
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a Hanging Guard. This is to be pradis'd as 
the former, in the Advance, the Retreat, and 
the Traverfe. 


LESSON the Fourth. 


Advance under a Hanging Guard; Throw 
an Infide ; Stop an Outfide3 Slip an Infide ; 
‘Throw at the Head; Recover to a Hanging ; 
Retreat under an Outfide ; change to an In- 
fide ; Slip and Throw the Infide, and Outlide, 
alternately, with three Throws and three 
Slips on each Guard advancing one Step af- 
ter cach Slip, This alfo muft be practis’d 
upon the Retreat, and the Traveric, which 
when you are perfeé in, you muft begin to 
Falfify or make Feznts. 

To make a Feint, as was obferved before, 
is offcring towards an Attempt to Cut with- 
out Throwing home, and may be practis’d 
with Succels trom every Guard, but is moft 
ufeful on the Infide and Outfide ; and is thus 
praGis’d; When you lie under an Infide 
Guard, change with a quick Motion to- 
wards an Outlide, with all the Appearance 
of retolutely Throwing Home, but ftop fhort 
the Moment you have paft your Adverfary’s 
Sword, and returning back with the utmoft 
Swilftne{s, throw Home to an Infide where he 
has given you an Opening, by his attempting 
to kop an Outlide, where he expected your 

Ds Throws 


dd 
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Throw. The Reverfe of this is the Feint 
to the Outfide. When you lie under a 
Hanging Guard there are three Feints in 
ufe, becaufe from thence you have three 
Throws either to the Ontfide, the Infide, or 
right down atthe Topof the Head; if you 
Feint to the Infide,; return your Sword round 
the Point of your Adverfary’s, and make a 
Cut at the Crown of the Head. 

Or if you make a Feint at the Crown of 
the Head from the Hanging Guard, as if you 
were going tu make a Cut in the very mid- 
die betwixt the Outfide and the Infide, you 
muft top fhort at the half Throw, and re- 
turning quick throw Home either to the 
outfide or infide of the Head which you fee 
open. 

“Advance to your Adverfary under the 
Cover of an Outfide; Feint to an Infide ; Re- 
cover to an Outfide; which will oblige your 
Adverfary to open his Play, for he muĝ 
either fland fill without Motion, or make 
fome offer at fome of the three Openings 
you have given him; if he throws an Infide 
at you, flip him and throw home an Outfide; 
and recovering the fame, Feint to an Out- 
fide, and throw home an Infide. 

it your Adverfary fhould throw home an 


Ir. Gide, {top it, and throwing home an Ouifide, 
flip 
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flip an Infide; Feint to an Outfide, and with a 
double Feint come half way to the Hanging 
Guard, and from thence thtow {wiftly at the 
Crown of the Head. Pra&tife this (as all other 
Leflons) at firft very flow, repeating every Part 
often over, till you can go through the whole 
with Life and Spirit, 

Before you come to the more loole and gene- 
ral Leflons, it will be neceflary to know the 
Lunge, the Bearing the Battering, and their 


Ufes, 

The LUNGE. 
The Lunge (explained before) is annex’d . 
to every Throw except the Outfide, in which 
it is feldom usd to Advantage, In all other 
Throws it is not only ufeful but neceflary when 
you play at length, but at half Sword it is never 
to be attempted, becaufe it throws your whole 

Head and Body under your Adverfary’s Fort. 
When you meet your Adverfary, inftead 
of covering yourfelf under any Guard, throw 
briskly at his faireft Opening, whether it 
be Outfide or Infide, and at the fame Moment 
of your Throw ftep forward with your Right 
Foot, fo that you may reach him home in your 
Throw, and yet be out of the Reach of his 
Sword, upon your recovering from the Lunges 
which muft be with the utmoft {wiftnefs from 
the Moment of giving the Cut; this is to be 
praCtis’d with every Throw in loofe Playing 
whilft you play at length, that is with your 
D3 Body 


(30 ) 
Body wholly out of the Reach of your Adver- 


fary’sSword, yet near enough always to com- 
mand the Wreft of his Sword Arm, and con- 
fequently fo as to cut any Part of the fame 
Arm with the leaft Step forwards, 

After you are perfect in the Lunge, and can 
ufe it readily to every Throw, beginto meet 
your Adverlary’s Fort with your Fort with a 
brisk Lunge at the fame Time, both lying un- 
der an Outfide Guard, and with a ftiff Arm 
preffing ftrongly againft it, flip your Fort tə 
his Foible, holding his Sword out of the Line; 
which is call’d 


BEARING. 


This gives you his Head, Neck, Shoulder 
and Arms quite epen, and at the fame Time 
weakens his Arm, fo as to prevent his ftopping 
your ‘| hrow, which ever you ufe either Outfide 
or Infide, and which muft be thrown as quick 
as paflible from your Bearing. The Reverfe 
of this is Bearing upon an Infide. 

Bearing upon the Hanging Guard is never 
fafely to be pradtifed, and always to be avoid- 
ed, unlefs at half Sword, and even there a Cut 
mult be either given or received, before any 
Advantage can be made of it, and the only 
Advanruge tnat can be propos’d is bearing: upon 
your Adverfary’s Sword a little out of the Line 
and opening his Ourfide, though at the fame 
time you open your own Head and infide much: 

more, 
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more, and if your Enemy be alert, he may 
eafily flip from your Bearing, and Cut you in- 
fallibly. ` 

Bearing is never to be ufed but in fteady 
Playing, and not inthe Advance, the Retreat, 
or the Traverfe, | 

From Bearing you proceed to Battering, 
which is forcibly ftriking upon the Foible of 
your Adverlary’s Sword, either once, twice, 
or thrice, fo as to beat him out of the Tine, 
which will confequently lay him open to that 
Side on which you Batter. She Batter may 


` be usd to any Guard, but with different Suc- 


cels, for the Infide being by much the itrongeft 
Guard that is held, the Batter fcarce ever break 


‘the Line upon it, except when your Adveria- 
© ry’s Arm is extreamly weakened by long Play, 
and in the Hanging Guard by its Pofition the 
‘Batter isapt to flip of it. The St. George’s 
Guard is not hurt by the Satter, becaute it is 


uled only to {top a Blow, and never to lie under. 
The Outfide therefore is the only Guard in 
which it can be ufed to any Advantage, tho’ 
not always with the fame Succefs; however, 
if it be thought ufeful, its Practice is to firike 
{trongly upon your Adverfary’s Sword once, and 
if you find his Sword beaten ever 1b liitle «ut 
of the Line, repeat the Batter one, two ---- or 
one, two, three, which may very liken «ive 
his Sword quite out of the Line, (the Onrfide 
being the weake Guard) and give you ja 

Oppuriunlly 
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Opportunity ef throwing at the. Opening, -but 
beware at his feeling your firft Batter, that he 
does not flip your fecond, and cut you more 
fecurely than if he had flipt your ‘Throw. 

.When you are perfe&t in every one of thefe 
five Leffons, and can readily ufe every Guard, 
Throw, Feint, and Slip, the next and moft ma- 
terial Partof Play, and upon which the Suc- 
celsof each depends, is Timeing, a Term not 
yet explain’d, and is as follows, : 


TIMEING, 


_ Is the exa& and critical Throwing in your 
Sword upon every little Opening, that appears 
between the changing of your Adverfary’s 
Guards, Pofture of Body or Pofition of Limbs. 
For no Change can poflibly be made, either in 
the Sword, Body or Limbs, without giving a 
tranfient Opening, eafy to be hit by a fharp Kye 
and quick Hand; befides that Opening that is 
always left, and muft be fo when the Change 
is compleated ; as for Example. 

When you ftand full guarded under an In- 
fide, you have a clear Opening left on the Out- 
fide; and fo under whatfoever Guard you lie, 
its Oppofite is always open: Now befides 
this, whenever you change, as trom apn Ín- 
fide to an Outfide, there is a tranfient and 
temporary Cpening of the Wrift, Arm, 
Brealt, Pace and Head, in the very middle 

| between 





if 
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your Guards; that is, in the middle of your 
Change from the Infide to the Outfide, and 
when your Sword is properly in neither ; now 
fucceflively throwing in upon this Opening 
whilft your Adverfary’s Sword is changing 
from the Infide, and yet not got fully to the 
Outlide, is called Zimeing an Inlide. Thus 
throwing into the Opening which is made by 
changing from an Outfide to an Infide, is call- 
ed Timeing an Outfide; and Throwing in to 
that Opening which is made in changing from 
the Outfide to the Hanging, which lays open 
the Ribs, Hips Thigh, and under part of the 
Arm tho’ but for a Moment, is call'd Timeing 
the Hanging Guard. 

In changing from the Hanging to the St. 
George’s Guard, all the Parts of the Body 
below the Throat and the infide of the Sword 
Arm are expus’d, and taking the Advantage 
of that Opening is call’d Zimeing toa St. 
George. This is the Practice of Timeing up- 
on the plain Guard:, and muft be put in exe 
ecution in advancing, retreating, and traverf- 
ings every Step of which gives the Openings 
more evident than when you are Stationary ; 
befides other Openings ariling from the chan- 
ges of the Center of Gravity, which is conti- 
nually altering by the Motion of every Step. 

Timeinc alfo is of the greateft ufe in the 
Defenfive Part of the Science, and is the 
quick and judicious Charge of your Sword 

E from. 
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from one Guard to another, in order to cover 
. an open Part which is attack’d ; and doing 
it fo as to ftop your Adverfary’s Sword full 
inthe Line is call’d Zimeing a Guard; for 
if you lct bis Sword pafs the Line before 
you Stop it you cane avoid being Cut, and 
muft give feveral new and defencelefs Open- 
Ings. 
By thefe few Particulars the Ufefulnefs of 
Timeing may partly be perceiv’d, but its Ne- 
ecffity and Excelence can never be thoroughly 
known till you come to play loofe; and then 
fo many Openings will plainly be feen upon 
every Change and Motion, that you wil 
leofe with regret fuch fair Opportunities of 
Cutting before you become a compleat Maf- 
ter of Zimeing, which is not only neceflary in 
Throws and Guards, but even in Stepping, 
Advancing, Detreating, Traveling, and 
T.unging; for if each Step of thefe be nat 
exactly Timed with the Change of your Sword 
either from one Guard ta another, or froma 
Detenfive Guard to an Offenfive Throw, or 
beck from a Phrowtoa Guard again, you 
will by cvery Step give frefh Openings. and 
may be cut twice before and after your own 
Change; and the Advantages and Difadvan- 
tages of Vimeirg wih be fhewn at large when 
you come to the floofe Leflons, but before 
trey ure beruadt will be neceflary to teach 
the two Methads oi Cutting the Leg, and 
ue Dintiniey upon an Outtide. ra 


C35) 

A Throw at the Leg is usd only in fiagle 
Combat, and is, if you go home, a difalling 
Throw. It’s Pratice is, in the firt Method, 
to receive an Infide, and inftead of throwing 
an Outfide, ftep a little forwarder, finking 
your Body at the fame time you transfer your 
Weight from the Left to the Right Leg, 
bring the Point underneath your Adverfary’s 
Sword, and throwing {wiftly at the Calf of 
his Leg, {pring back as from a Lunge, under 
the Cover of a St. Georges Guard. This 
Throw, tho’ extreamly fafe in itfelf, is never 
to be usd to a Mafter of Zimeing, for if he 
flips his Right Leg backwards and fideways 
erofs his Left Leg, and ime vou cither to 
an Infide or an Outlide, which he choofes,will 
cut you either in the Head or Arm. The 
fecond way of going down to the Leg is by 
much the fafeft of the two, and is done by 
finking the Body very low at half Sword un- 
der a St. George’s Guard, make a Feint to 
the Leg, recover to a St. George, give an 
Opening at the Head, and at tke fame time 
Feint to the Leg again, but ftoping fully 
with a St George go fwiltly down to the 
autfide of the Leg, and fpring off as before. 

The Difarm upon the Outlide (though 
there are others) is by much the beft, reit, 
and mott in ufe; and is the only one practi- 
cable in the ufe of the Scymiter; and is, for 
that reafon, commonly call’d the ‘Puc kill. 


Mifarm and is thus perforsy’d, 
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Receive an Infide full, at the fame Time 
{tepping forward with the Right Foot to the 
half Lunge, change to the Outfide; and in 
the Change, bear your Adverfary’s Sword 
out of the Line; and in the fame Inftant ftep 
nimbly about with your Left Foot up to 
your Adverfary’s Heel, and feizing the Shell 
of his Hilt with your Left Hand, quit your 
Bearing, and with your Point fixt to his Breaft 
force the Sword from his Hand; which he 
muft quit or tab himfelf upon your Point. 

Thefe are the fingle Leffons and the very 
Grounds of the Science of the Broad Sword, 
and a joofe Leflon is no more than thefe 
Grounds varioufly repeated, and thefe Prin- 
@iples differently combin’d ; fo as to make an 
cafy Vranfition from any one Part of a regu- 
lar Leflon to that of another as your Judge- 
ment fhall bet dire@ you, to offend your E- 
nemy, or as seceflicy may oblige you, to de- 
fend yourfelf. And thus it is either in fingle 
Combat or in publick Battle, that each of 
thefe Principles may be indifferently us’d as 
your Advertary prefles upon you or you upon 
him 

The Gladiator upon the Stage is very cx- 
ain theie Weflons, and generality plays an 
exact round of them with little or no Varia- 
tions But the Highlanders in the Ficld make 
wie of bat few of thote Principles; but hav- 
tug another [oftrument of delence turns his 
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Sword chiefly to the Oftenfive Part, the out- 
fide and infide Throws are the Principle Of- 
fenfive Ufes of his Weapon; whilft he re- 
ceives every Cut from his Adverfary upon 
his Target which is a Shield fixt upon his. 
Left Arm. | 

In the Field of Battle and in promifcuous 
Combat his firft Principle is to attack and not 
to be attackt, and his Attack begins at all 
Times with a fuli Throw at the outhde of 
the Sword Arm; which if he miffes, inftead 
of changing to an Infide, he makes a pufh at 
the Navel with the Point of his Sword, but 
not gning home, isready to flip his Adverfa- 
ry, who will infallibly throw at that wide 
Opening he has given to his Head and up- 
per Part of his Body; and if he fucceeds in 
the Slip, with a full Lunge he throws an Out- 
fide to his Adverfary’s Neck, which for the 
moft Part fevers the Head from the Vody: 
But if his Adverfary makes no Attempt ta 
throw atthe Opening, be returns to his puth 
in reality and ftabs him a little above the 
Navel; which will oblige his Adverfary to 
ower his Sword and give him that Opening 
at his Head and Neck which he in vain at- 
tempted before, and which he will now be 
fure to hit and for the molt Part {plit tho 
Scull, | 

The Highlander has nothing regular tn 


Field Attacks and generally chop Right 
| | B 3 gown 
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down to an Outfide ; or with a fwinging and 
tow Infide they endeavour to ler out the 
Bowels, whilft every Part of his own Body is 
cover'd undera Target. In fingle Combat 
he aims at nothing more than difabling his 
Antagonift which he commonly docs by chop- 
ping him crefs the Wreft within Side the 
Sword Arm, which he does in the followinz 
Manner; HE runs up boldly to half Sword, 
receives an Ontfije, and changing with his 
Adverfary, drops his Blade below the Hilt 
upon the infide,. draws the Edge of his Sword 
crois his Adverfary’s Wreft and {fpringing 
backward faws it at the fame Time. 

This is al] that’s neceflary till you come to 
play the loofe Leflons, which is the next thing 
to be taught. 

To play loofe is to make nfe of all or any 
of the Guards, Throws, Jraveries, Advan- 
ces Retreats or other Offerfive and Defen- 
five Poftures or Pecfitions above Taught and 
detcribed; ar any or all the aforefaid Leflons 
as your Judgment fhall beft dire& you, both 
to offend your Adverfary and defend your- 
felf. 

It is in fhort a Critical Application of the 
former Rulcs to the Vifadvantage of your E» 
pemy. A tpecimen of which take as tollows. 

LOOSE PLAYING, 
Specimen the Firft, 
Advance briskly up to your Adverfary un- 


cher 
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der the Cover of an Outfide, and Throwing 

an Infide but not home, receive an Out*de, 

juft fufficient to open your Adverfary’s Play; 

if he throws an Infide at the Opering you bave 
given him, flip ity and Throwing home an 

Outfide, recover the fame: Feint to an Out- 

fide, and having thrown an [Infide home, re- 

ceive an Infide with a full Stop, and throwing 

home an Outfide; Bear ftrongly an Infide, 

{top an Outfide, and going half Way down to 
the Leg ftop an Outfide again) and from 
thence going as quick as Lightning down to 

the Leg, fpring off. | 

Specimen the Second. 

Advance towards your Adverfary changing 
ar every Step foas to come toan Infide when 
you Encounter, from which Feinting to an 
Outfide, Throw fmartly an Infide ; which, if 
rightly Tim’d, will be a fure and difabling 
Cut on the Wreft; from which batter an Out- 
fide, and Throwing home an Infide ftop an 
Outfide; then doubling an Infide, recover the 
fame, and from thence changing to an Outs 
fide, Itep forward and ftop an Infide, and from 
the Stop go fwiftly to the Leg, and Spring 
off, 

Specimen the ‘Third. 

Meet your Adverfary cover’d under an 
Owl le; Change to an Infide; and when your 
Adverfary throws, flip him and 'Phrow heme 

an 
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an Outfide. Bear an Outfide and Time 
an Infide, Pitch toa Hanging and ftop with a 
St. George, from’ which Throw fwiftly aa 
Infide,and recovering the fame bear an Infide, 
{top an Outhide and Throwing home an Out- 
fide at the Head ftop an Infide, and i hrow- 
ing an Infide at the Thigh, {pring off. 





. Specimen the Fourth. 


| Advance under an Outfide, and juft before 

the Encounter lay yourfelf open to an Infide 
wide, ‘and Stamping ftrongly with the Foot 
Ha Ha As. {oon as your Adverfa- 
ry moves ‘Time an Infide, and Throw your 
Out fide wide open, again ftamping Ha 
Ha ——.-. Stop with an Outfide, and throw- 
ing an Infide at the Thigh recover an Infide ; 
then flip and Throwing an Outfide, ftep with 
your Right Leg crofs the Left and ftop an 
Infide, and bringing about the Left Leg as 
in the ‘Traverfe, Throw an Outfide, recover 
the fame, Feint to an Infide, and Throwing 
an Outfide at the Ribs, ipring off. 


'Thefe are the general Rules; and thefe the 
Arts which ‘have been improv’d for many 
Years by confiderable and fuceceflive Addi- 
tions, till the Grounds of the Sword are be- 
come Mathematically demonftrable ; and a- 
rife from the following Principles, which 
have above been reduc’d to Pradice, 


Principle 
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Principle the Firft. 


A Body is faid co be in Equilibrio when the 
Center of Gravity is in its Center of Magni- 
tude; or when both are Perpendicular over 
its Bafe, that Body is in its firmeft Situation, 
for then any Part of it can be mov’d round that 
Center without falling: And inthis Pofition 
it is that the Swordiman ufes all his Limbs 
with the greateft Freedom and Adivity, and 
yet with the greateft Strength and Firmneds, 
whilft he prelerves this Equilibrium, and whilft 
his Right Hand is varying the Center of Gra- 
vity every Moment by continually Throwing 
from Side to Side and guarding every Part fuc- - 
ceffively ; the Left isits Counter Ballance, and 
by moving Diametrically Oppofite, preferve the 
Center of Gravity in the Center of Mag- 
nitude, and both ftill perpendicular over the 
ftanding, Foot, 


Principle the Second, 


Two Lines Parallel to the Line of Defence 
and Tangents to the Surface of the Combatants 
Body’s are the Bounds of every Throw and eve- 
ry Guard, nor can the Sword be mov'd any dil- 
“tance beyond chofe two Lines but it muft leave 
the Body unguarded ; and a Guard held beyond 
either ot thole Lines expofes the Body in gene- 


ral without defending any particular Part, 
q Principle 
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Principle :the Third. 

The. utmoft Forceand Strength of a Man 
is. exerted. in ftraight Lines and at. right > 
Angles, thus every ‘lhrow is made perpendicu- 
Jar to the Part aim’d at, which the Sword{men 
have called Carrying a true Edge. 

Principle: the Fourth. 

Aétion and Reaétion are the fame, and al- 
ways equal to each Other; and upon this Prin- 
ciple every Guard was contriv’d, and every Stop 
executed, as fı r Fxample: .. | 

~The infide Guard ftops an Infide Throw in 
the fame Direétion in which the Throw 1, made; 
and with a Refiftance exaétly equal to the 
Force; for if ic was lefs the Sword would be 
beat back. upon the Defendant, and if it was 
greater the Affailant’s Sword muft recoil; ei- 
ther of which would be. equally. difadvanta- 
e.ous to the Defendant, who from the very 
inftant of flopping his Antagonift’s Sword is fup- 
poled to change, recover or throw Home. 

W hen the Rules, Leflons and Inftruétions al- 
ready taught, are perieétly learned; there are 
many ether artful Throws which fafely Cut the 
Advertary, yet not commonly known or taught 
by every Matter; but have been the peculiar 
Inventions of two the moft eminent Men in the 
Science; and kept tnvielably fecret by the very 
' few to whom they have been imparics 3 and are 
commonly cal'ed Finefles, becawle they are of 

all 
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all the moft artful, and certain Ways of wound- 
ing and difabling, fome of which are as follow. 
| © The Ambufcade. 

This has its Name from bringing your Adver- 
fary under the certain Cut of your Edge, and dif- 
abling him at a Time when he not only thinks 
himfelf not in Danger, but imagines he has a 
fair Opportunity of cutting you down, The 
Method is this. 

Jn the midft of loofe play, when you have 
try’d your Adverfary’s Skill, and feen where 
his principal Art lies; carefully avoiding to 
open your own Play, and lying cautioufly upon 
the Defenfive ; of a fudden, Advance briskly 
up to half Sword uuder Cover of an Outfide 
Guard; and with your Fort upon his Foible 
looking fteadily at his Eyes, bear him ftrongly 
and widely out of the Line, this brings him in- 
to the certain Dilemma of being Cur either in 
the Throat or the Infide of the Wreft which he 
pleafes; for by bearing off him fo wide trom 
the Line you give him fo far and wide an O- 
pening on the Infide, which expofes your whole 
Perfon fo evidently to his Throw that he will 
certainly attempt it. When therefore you find 
him beginning to difengage, by moving only 
your Wreft difengage with him, and without 
itopping his Infide or even attempting it, meet 
the Infide of his Wreft with the Edge of your 
Sword, as fmartly as the fpring of your wre 
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will give-you leave, and fawing at the fame 
Time. But if he negleéts.ta difengape and at- 
tempt an infide Throw, you muft turn your 
Wreft upwards. and inwards at the fame Time 
that he is born out of the Line, and you at 
half Sword, and his Throat will be quite ex- 
pos’d and open within the reach of your Sword, 
therefore with the fame Spring of your Wreft 
as before, lodge your Edge in his Throat, -and 
Retreating faw it. - Lo, 

The fecond is a leading Ambufcade, and isa 
Catch contriv’d to cut che Head: When your 
Adverfary begins to Bear you, refift not his force 
but yield to it a little as if your Arm grew 
weary and whilft he follows your bearing, yield 
to him again, till by degrees you draw him out 
of the Line, which expofes his Head, then Feint 
to the Leg and Throw at the Head. 

The next is called Gormon’s Throw, and is 
that Cut by which he difabled moft Men he 
fought atthe very firt Encounter. 

. He plac’d. himfelf in an Attitude very diffe- 
rent from any hitherto mention’d, and very 
different from any practis’d before his Time. 

_ The Center of Gravity refting over his left 
Foot, with his left Knee a little bent, his 
right Foot advanc’d about Six or Eight In- 
¢hes, and his Body leaning to the right Side, 
he rais’d the left Arm with his Hand as high 
as the Top ot his Head ; and extended almoft 
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ftreight, and drop'd the Right Hand with 
the Hilt as low as he could reach towards the 
Knee, and his Sword . pointing towards the 
Ground ard outwards, he waited to receive 
his Adverfary ; who feeing him fo expos'd, 
advanc’d, and with a full Throw, expecting 
to cut him, but found himfelf receiv d upon 
the Point and Edge of the Sword by Gor- 
mon’s timeing his Throw, and with a Spring 
of his Right Arm raifing his Sword and cut- 
ting him under the Hilt from the Elbow to 
the Wreft. 


The HIGHLANDERS Method of 
ufing the Sword, 

We come now to the Method us’d by the 
modern Highlanders, in Fighting with the 
Sword which is founded upon the Rules and 
Leffons already given; from which it differs 
only by making ufe of a Target upon the Left 
Arm, as was before obferv'ds by the Addi- 
tion of which, the Guards made by the Sword 
are often omitted, except the Outfide, and 
the Blow is received upon the Target, and 
feyeral Throws that are dangerous in the fin- 
gle Sword are here us'd with Safety ; as eve- 
ry Throw on the Infide, below the Middle 
of the Body; all which at the fingle Sword . 
will Jay entirely Open to be cut whilft here 
you lie covera under a Target, the ule of 
which is in tho following Manner, 
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_Arm’d with a Sword and a Target being 
upon the Left Arm, advance to your Enemy 
with a fquare Body, and always under an 
Outfide Guard, with your Target advanc’d 
a little before your Sword, and in a Direc- 
tion levell with your Adverfary’s Breaft, rea- 
dy to receive any Throw that he fhall think 
fit to give; but wait not for it, it being fa- 
fer to attack than be attacked, let your firft 
Throw be an Infide betwixt your Adverfary’s 
Target and Sword; which if he receives up- 
on the Target, recover an Outfide, and pitch 
immediately to a Hanging, but dwell not a 
‘Moment upon it, but from that (which here 
is defign’d only to give a Swing to your Arm) 
throw home an Infide at his Left Ribs un- 
derneath his Left Elbow, which will be o- 
perd by yeur pitching to a Hanging, and by 
his raifing a Target to cover his Head which 
will otherwife be expos’d to be cut. 

With the Target the cuts at the Leg are 
differently made than without it, for under 
Cover of that it is fafe to go down to either 
ourfide or Infide, without receiving a Throw 

rit. a 

When two or three Throws have been 
made without Succefs, with your Body ftill 
fquare (that is your Legs croffing the Line 
of Defence at right Angles) and full facing 
your Adverfary, drop both your Target and 
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Sword as low as your Wafte, your Sword 
ftill within your Target, and in that Pofture 
lay your felf open and wait for your Adver- 
fary’s Throw, which “when he makes, re- 
ceive it not upon the Target, but upon the 
Fort of your Sword; and- at the fame Mo- 
ment by pufhing your Target againft his 
Hilt, drive his Sword fideways and down- 
wards out of the Line, by which his Head 
will be expos'd defencelefs; at which you 
may fafely Threw, becaufe his Sword will 
be held down by your Target, and his Left 
Arm and. Target will be held down by his 
own Blade. | 
Another infallible Method both of Defence 
and Offence is, advancing briskly to your 
Advertary under an Infide Guard, receive 
his Outfide upon your Fort, and at the fame 
Moment inftead of throwing an Iofide, ftep 
briskly about with your Left Foct as inthe 
Vraverfe (half a Cirele at leat) which will 
bring you under his Fort; and with your 
‘Target, which will be then under his Hilt, 
throw up his Sword and Arm, that you may 
have a free Paflage for your own Sword, 
which yeu have Jower’d and fhortned in 
your coming about; and with a fudden Pufh 
{lanting upwards, thruft in the Point between 
the Ribs on the Right Side, which com- 
monly finifhes the Affair. | 
Thele 
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.. Thefe are the Principle deftruGive-Me- 
thods of Wounding in Modern Ufe; and 
when executed with a quick and a ftrong 
Arm, and dire&ted with a fharp and fteady 
Eye, feldom fail of Succefs, except where 
an alert Adverfary is more fteady at Defence 
than your Hand at Throwing: In the laf 
two Cafes indeed, no Defence is practicable, 
if you fuffer your felf to be lock’d in the 
firft,or to be clos’d upon in the laft; but how 
eafy is the Defence in either, when in the 
firft, only by tepping into the back Traverfe, 
you at once free your Sword, and by return- 
ing to your Pofture may wound your Ad- 
verfary, and be cover’d under your Target ; 
and in the Ilat Cafe, by retreating as he 
comes about with his Left, you put your 
felf out of the Reach of his Target, and 
much more out of that of his Sword, whiltt 
he lies wholly expos'd on his Left Side to 
your Infide ‘Throw, how artfully foever, or 
how ftrongly foever it be made; but the fame 
Weapon which makesthe Attack, is capable 
of preventing the Wound. 
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